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What is sustainability? 

 Ecological Sustainability

 Waste reduction

 Energy use

 Heat islands

 Tree canopy coverage

 Watershed and floodplain protection. 

 Sustainable communities = physical and mental health



Natural Features

 Geology 

 Influences the natural resources, such as 

topography, soil, hydrology, and 

vegetation

 Impacts water storage and impact the 

use of wells

 Soils and steep slopes both influence  

the development suitability of an area

 Waterways, floodplains



Tree Canopy 

Coverage

 Social and environmental 

benefits 

 Air quality 

 Surface temperature

 Appearance of a street or 

neighborhood



Built environment impacts surface temperatures



Water Resources: Floodplains, Wetlands, & 

Riparian Corridors in Lower Gwynedd



Waterway Protection



Wissahickon Watershed

 Water Quality Improvement Plan

 Implementing projects to help protect 

waterways and improve water quality of 

Wissahickon Creek

 Stormwater management

 MS4 program requires municipalities to 

incorporate minimum control measures into 

stormwater management programs to reduce 

contamination

Green parking lot design

Rain garden



Climate Change Vulnerability & Resiliency



Infrastructure and Energy 
EVs in Lower Gwynedd

https://www.dvrpc.org/webmaps/electric_vehicles/map/



What sustainability issues/topics are most 

important for Lower Gwynedd?

 Ecological Sustainability

 Reducing heat island effect

 Increasing tree canopy coverage

 Watershed and floodplain protection. 

 Improved renewable energy sources 

 Limiting waste

 Social Sustainability

 Health and well-being



Coming up…

Topics

Bethlehem Pike Focus Area

Historic resources

Future Land Use

Meeting dates

Monday, June 10

Claire Warner, Senior Community Planner

clairewarner@montgomerycountypa.gov

mailto:cwarner@montcopa.org

