Residential Zoning Permit Checklist
Lower Gwynedd Township
1130 North Bethlehem Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19477
215.646.5302

Before submitting your permit and plans please double check that you have included the
required information. More detail is better than less, and incomplete submissions will
delay your permit.

A. Zoning/Site Plan (minimum scale than 20' = 1") Provide 2 copies of the plans showing all of
the following:

O Name, address, and phone number of applicant and owner

[ Address of site (location of the work)

[ North arrow & drawing scale

| Property lines & dimensions (measurements)

[ setback lines to indicate required yards

] Exiting improvements on the land and their dimensions- i.e. house, porch, deck, shed, driveways
| Proposed improvements and their dimensions- clearly indicated that this is the proposed

[ pistances from any existing and proposed structures to the property lines

[ streets and alleys (with labels)

| Driveway location and information

| Sidewalks, curbs, street lights

[ Location and square footage of all structures on the property

O Total square footage of existing living space and square footage of proposed additional space
[ Trees with trunk diameter of 6" or more that are located within 50 foot of proposed work



1130 N. Bethlehem Pike
Spring House, PA 19477
215.646.5302

ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION

PARCEL OWNER: PHONE: EMAIL:
ADDRESS:
ZONING INFORMATION: Zoning District: % of Current Impervious Coverage % of Proposed Impervious Coverage:

A SITE PLAN SHOWING CURRENT SETBACKS IS REQUIRED WITH SUBMISSION - TYPE OF IMPROVEMENT:

O FENCE (<6’ IN HEIGHT) 00 SHED (<200 SF) o PATIO 0 WALKWAY o RETAINING WALL (<4 sF) o0 DRIVEWAY EXTENSION (< 1,000 SF)

O OTHER: COST OF WORK:

Contractor Information (current COI is required with each submission): HIC PA License # (residential work) PA#:

Contractor Name: Business Phone: Cell Phone:

Business Address:

Email: LGT Contractor License # (commercial work): C-

Approved by Zoning Officer: Date:




Accessory Structures (detached garage, shed larger than 200 square feet, pole barn,
etc.)

Accessory structures require a complete building permit with the zoning permit portion
complete along with the required construction and site plans. All accessory structures shall
be located entirely within the permissible building area (exclusive of all mandatory setback
areas), but not to the front of the main building, or in the rear yard at least 10 feet behind
the rearmost portion of the main building, and at least 10 feet from any side or rear property
line, except that such distances shall be reduced to five feet in "C" Residential Districts only.

Additions (attached garages, extension of living space, etc.)

Any addition to a structure requires a complete building permit with all relevant sections
completed along with the required construction and site plans.

Deck

If you are just replacing the deck boards and there is no change to the size or frame of the
deck you do not need a permit. If you are changing the deck framing or building a new deck
or expanding an existing deck, you need a building permit. A zoning review will also be
conducted to make sure the required setbacks are observed. Projections into required
yards are permitted. In the case of a single-family detached residence, unroofed open
terraces and patios may project into a required side yard not more than 10 feet, and into a
rear yard not more than 20 feet, but in no case may the projection exceed 50% of the
required yard. If you add a roof to a deck or porch that is attached to your house, you must
maintain all required yards without any projections into these yards.

Electric

If you remove, replace, alter, or install an electric system you will need an electrical permit.
All electric plans must have a third-party stamp prior to submission. The Township does
not perform electrical inspections. Inspections must be contracted with a third-party
inspection agency registered with the Township.

Exterior Alterations/Stucco

A building permit is required for exterior alterations. There is a specific inspection
sequence that must be followed and that information will be provided with the building
permit.

Fence

Yes, you need a permit. You will need to submit a simplified zoning permit for review and
approval prior to installing a fence. The Zoning Officer will review the proposed location of



the fence and make sure it complies with the standards noted in the Township Codebook.
No fence shall be greater than 6 feet tall.

Generators

Generators require a building permit with the electrical portion completed. Electricians
must have a current master license with the Township. If a gas line is being run, the
plumbing section of the permit must be completed by either a master plumber registered
with the Township or a certification gas line card must be attached. Generators must be
located a minimum of 15 feet from the side and rear yard property lines, except for the “C”
and “CD” districts is reduced to 10 feet. Generators are not permitted in the front yard. A
site plan is required to depict the location of the generator and must be submitted with the
building permit application. A full list of requirements can be found on the building and
zoning page of the Township website.

Roof

Installation, replacement or major repair of any structural component of roof or window
structures (trusses, headers, rafters, etc.) for existing buildings requires a Building Permit.
No Permit is required when an area of less than 20% of the roof is being re-roofed or
repaired, or windows are being repaired or replaced in kind without any alteration to the
structure, however, all work must meet the requirements of the 2018 International Building
Code (IBC) or 2018 International Residential Code (IRC) as applicable and the
manufacturer’s instructions. Failure to secure a permit, when necessary, may result in
violations, fines and necessitate the removal of installed structures.

Sheds

Building permits are required for sheds greater than 200 square feet. A zoning review will
be done as part of this submission. Sheds that are less than 200 square feet do not require
a building permit application. They only require a simple zoning permit application be
submitted and approved.

Solar Panels

Solar panels require a building permit and electrical permit. We do not provide specific
criteria on panels; we defer to the manufacturer’s requirements.

Swimming Pool (inground/above ground)/Spas

Before a permit can be issued for a pool it must comply with the applicable zoning
requirements. Each property in Lower Gwynedd Township is part of a designated zoning
district. The zoning district specifies the permitted land uses, such as residential,
commercial, or industrial, and the minimum distances or set back requirements from the
property lines for buildings, accessory structures, and fences, as well as maximum height



restrictions. When you apply for a building permit, the application is automatically sent to
the Zoning Officer for review. You are encouraged to contact the Zoning Officer before you
finalize your plans to make sure that the project meets the minimum zoning requirements
and does not encroach on easements or required side, front, or rear yard area. General
zoning requirements for swimming pools is that they shall be constructed in accordance
with applicable Township ordinances and shall not be located in front yards. All pools,
filters, heaters or any facilities incidental thereto shall be not less than 25 feet from all side
and rear property lines, except that such distance shall be reduced to fifteen feet in "C" and
"CD" Residential Districts.

The installation of any swimming pool, including in-ground, above-ground or on-ground
pool, hot tub or spa and pool fence require permits. The type of permit you need is
determined by the type of pool or spa you are installing.

Small above-ground pools and spas require a zoning permit (and possibly electric and
plumbing) as well as a fence permit and a grading permit.

Large above-ground pools and any in-ground pools require the comprehensive building
permit with the required sections completed (including electric, plumbing, and zoning) and
a grading permit.

All applications/plans must demonstrate strict compliance with pool barrier requirements
before a permit will be issued.

*Please note- pools and spas are considered accessory structures.
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